Woodburning Stoves Are Hot: More Londoners Looking Into Heating Alternatives
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Heating your home might be the last thing on your mind now, in the summer, but more Londoners are buying woodburning stoves to stay ahead of red-hot oil and gas prices. 

With traditional heating costs rising — many Ontarians can expect to pay up to 45 per cent more for natural gas this fall, for example — more Londoners are buying wood-burning stoves to stay ahead of red-hot oil and gas prices. 

“There’s some concern (for customers) moving into the fall over heating prices,” said Peter Hunter, manager of the TSC Store on Hyde Park Road. 

“They don’t know what the (price) ceiling’s going to be at the end of ’08 and into early ‘09.” 

He said people often ask about more efficient ways to heat homes at this time of year, before the cold arrives. 

Hunter said he’s seen a 15-per-cent increase in alternative heating sales at his store from last year. 

Heating oil prices have doubled since July 2007. 

This means more people are looking into different options, such as woodstoves, to stop energy bills from burning up. 

“We’re pulling out a lot of old furnaces we did 20 years ago,” said R & B Fireplaces manager Winston Brightman. 

“We don’t do a whole lot of (heating) oil at all. Everything seems to be high-efficiency (now).” 

He said efficient fireplaces cost $3,000 to $8,000, while energy-saving furnaces are $3,000 to $5,000. 

High-efficiency woodstoves — called bio-stoves, which burn corn, soybeans, rye or wheat — cost about $2,700. 

They producer fewer emissions and ash than some other heating sources. Last year, Hunter said, his store sold about 20 of them. 

Sales of regular wood-burning stoves and furnaces are also up, he said. 

“There’s a move back toward a wood-burning product, even as a supplement or emergency heating,” he said. 

A cord of wood costs about $100. Depending on the stove’s efficiency, that could make it cheaper to burn than using natural gas or electricity. 

“Efficiency is always one of the first questions (customers) ask,” Hunter said. 

The average Ontario household now pays about $1,400 a year for gas used to heat their homes and water. 

Last month, the Ontario Energy Board approved price increases at the province’s regulated energy providers, Enbridge and Union Gas. 

Union Gas customers could see their gas costs increase about 34 per cent over the previous quarter, depending where they live. Enbridge users potentially face an increase of up to 45 per cent over the previous quarter. 

Saving energy and money is important to Ryan Cooper of Grand Bend, who owns a high-efficiency furnace and works for a firm that installs energy-efficient technology in homes. 

He said the furnace costs about $200 more than the average furnace but his monthly bills are lower. 

“Anything I can save money on is important to me,” he said, adding more people practice a green lifestyle. 

“They don’t want the high gas cost, the high energy cost, the high oil cost,” he said. “In today’s world, anything we can do to save money, we’ll do.” 

